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GHURI, Areb Righer St i

enekestRttuvhmnt~Sgtiym n
Cummbbboe leader in Lebanon, to t| rnndlultiincurol

15 September 1950,

"His Grece the President of the Arad Higher Cammittee for

Palestine, Calro.

“Creetings, Respect, and Loyalty:
"We have the honor to advise Your Grace of the following:

With the implementation of the works projects following the
oommencement of the U‘lﬁ'w

proceeded to advocate ¢

» & mmber of our refugee brethren
otting of these projects, While

various factors and motives favor the strike, the fundamental
motive 1s the belief that scceptance of the works projects
would prejudice the right of the refugess to retum to thedr
ocountry, would harm the Palestine cause, and would give the
wexies an sxcuse to proclaim dbefore the ‘that the Palestinians
have started to recognise the £ 80 end to give up the
4idea of returnihg to their hames cn the ground that they are
acospting the works projects,
refugee problem will be discussed during the present U
session, the boyoott of the work would be useful for a ting
attention to the refugee problem. .

*The call for non-cooperation in the works projects is welcomed
by the majority of the refugees. The idea of the strike is
approved by a group of same of our best and sincerest brethren,
end they have agreed to carry it out. The centers of propaganda
for the strike have been the Sidon and Tripoli aress.

Classi ficstion

SFrp

]
[

In view of the fact that the

CONTROL-U.S. {7 7iuiALS DALY

4%7*7-—4;

FE R 4




RLB-2179 -2- 13 Oet 50

STORET  COMTRaL-U. .. o GiALS Cal

%At the sams tige, another group of our loynl and sincere
brethren advocate acceptance of ¢ the works
projects. Some of them have gone to da: striet to get in
touch wWith the refugees and our brethren to prosclaia their
viewpoint. Because of this situatiom, dmm developed
among the brethren., Arguments arose and rumors spread here

and there, all of which are not in the service of t.bo gonaral
interest.

'In view of this, we invited our brethren in Sidon and Beirut to
a specisl meeting which we held in the Cammittee's office.

It was decided to call a general meeting for the representstives

of the refugees in the various parts of Lebanon so that they

might decide for or against the strike, mmdoy. 1, September,

was fixed as the date for this meeting.

*We invited two representatives from each camp and four repre=-
sentatives each fram the Ain al-Hilwa and Nahr al-Barid campe.
‘l‘b:::tdn-bororthm attending was more than one hundred

an ghty.

"They truly represianted the refugees. The Cammittee's hall

was overcrowded withrefugee representatives, who included
notables, snd youths. Their enthusissm was

«0 high and etrong.

"We deamed it hecessary, with the brethren's consent, to
regard the meeting as consultatiwe in character, in order to
learn the people's views and then trensmit them to Cairo.

*The representatives expressed their views with complete
frenimess and clarity. The representativeg from most of the
camps proclaimed that the refugees were of holding
the strike and boycotting thewworks projects. Whaile some of
the represeatatives expressed various views and whils others
suggested that the strike be expanded to includs other aspects
of the activities of the RN Z\W\A}, the call for the boycott
and the strike was strong and represented the opinion of the
overwhelaing majority of the conferees.

*Our stand, as Camittee and hoets, was neutral, We did not
snnounos any view or direction. We gave the pecple full
liberty to express themselves. No arguments or debates
developed regarding the advantages or disadvantages of the
strike because the majority of the conferess favored it,
YTy ik TR Mot et demande to re
ject their demands to retwm

to thedr country.
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%5 number of enthusiastic youths oriticised the Arab countries
but we did not permit them to disfuss this aspect. Purthermore,
most of the conferees odbjected to criticiems of the Arsd

states or the Arad Lesgue.

*Finally, it was unanimously decided that the conferees'
suggestions, opinions. and viewpoints be presented to Your
Grace in your capacity of leader of the country and champion of
the people, so that you would be good snough to glve your advice

Momddmtmpooplo to what you desm is in their
but. interests. They are prepsred to follow your directions,
vi.n, and suggestions.

"Se hawe the honor to enclose herewith a statemsnt on the
mosting that we have forwarded to the press as well as a list
of the names of some ott.hon'hoct.undodmmm, we were
not able to take down the names of all the conferees.

"In acoordance with the views of the conferees (their views were
unanimous) we have the hanor to submit the foregoing to Your

Grace and to request you idndly to advise us of your viewpoint

in this respect, with the direction which you may deem appropriate,
80 that we may convey them to our Palestinian brethren in

Lebanon, whose represmntatives have ammounced their readiness

t0 ast in accordance therewith.

"As to our owmn opinion on the subject, it is inspired by Your
Grace's opinion, At any rate, it is our duty to inform you
that the refugess are, in genersl, dissstisfied with the
Uiﬂsm&u and existing conditions. Their dissatisfaction is
bitterness and despair, Refugee opinion weloames the
strike idea —— provided that it be followed by other steps
thntwul-hwrldopinimcndtbouw hear the voice of the
refugees, who can no longer bear their plunt. situation.

/s/ Charge diaffaires of the Committee in Belrut.®
: We fo!

t a8 i nun
mcucn.
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*17 September 1950,
"Special.

"His Grace the Presideat of the Arab Higher Committee for
Palestine, Cairo.
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"Greetings, Respect, und Loyalty:

"We have forwarded to Your Grece a detalled letter about the
generel meeting which was held at the offise of the Ared Higher
Committee for Palestine on 14 September. We are amiting Your
Greoe's reply and instrusticus. We now have the homor to add
the following information in this regard:

(1) Among the truthful brethran who joined those who decided
to hold the strike are: :

Ibrahis™' ANDAH '
Abu -qnl ieldlebor—rtuve-REa=Ae90)
Aajl al I

Nuflih al¥YASIN

Mabmud Sa'id alZRHATIB _
ST e S
{Shaykh) Dib

and our brethren in Tripoli and Nahr al-Barid.
(2) Among those who regarded the strike as a means for

ing the feelings of the refugees and raising their voices
on the convocation of the U\N\ session:

(S e e,

Sat1dAKAUSH

Goep%m
Abmad @iy —ovo-Rl=At )
Kamil dgn‘; (Bgiiys —Soo-Rkbadir)-
¥arie "SIRHAN ~Ser-ED P T-24Thy-oben )
Nuhammad
Abmad AAXKT (2.0l 1 " Sov-RAO=MARr)-
Shaykh Nu'idig
Muhammad Khayr al Ealiat—Sen.Elied )
ELLLL T
Muhasma dYPUSTUK
Mikhe ! i YCHURT
(3) Among those who enthusiastically urge others to go on
strike are:
Ibrahim 'Abd-al-ha J1d"RADDURA
Abu=! AL3MDALLIL
'IGCUAHBAR
Jamal AHAMTD

Almad aIMSHIBLI —PeriEpy WIS TN
d’—m'l";'w

and a mumber of__ogtl’:uuouc youths accused of Communist
o STORET newrani . . o o ONLY
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(5) The pocplo, in gonon.l, are insisting on smd enthusiastie
for the strike and nothing can possibly stop thedr
determination, save a statement from Your Grace.

(6) The strike/ in itself is not complete; it is partial.
At Ba'lbek more than half the workers who are needed
for work are working. In Jessin about half and in
Tripoll less than a quarter. The UjN|R A io
proceeding with its activities in TH \n
Mistricts while waiting for the final docinion of the
refugees,

(7) Many people wish to work because of their great need,
but all are ready to strike if it is decided upon,

(8) t e work., Prime Minister
% po ..'::'rm. STHHAB (during my

w sxplained to them the
&M'c attitude favoring work.

HhBedalOblAnd-R0Rgod0T). The roment has
published the enclosed ctct-tnt urging the refugees to
work.

(9) The ‘umlﬂ is slso in favor or work, despite the
t of certain elements which resist the
work igtheir effert to transfer the funds to Jardan.
n» U{nﬁ‘ J..‘ has published the ¢nclossd statement to
people and urge them to work.

(10) Many persons are offering numerous suggestions for
axtending the strike, exploiting it and benefitfing from
it =~ 1.,0., a strike by uw\n\w A‘ oclerks and service
personnel (cxupt the rationing).' But there are great
obstacles which stand in tho way of the realisation of
such steps.

s 'JCT rpsTang e ' iw
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*The foregoing is & brief explanation of the situatich which we
bave deemed advisable to sutmit to Your Grace without camment.

/s/ Charge d'Affaires of the Cammittee in Beirut® -

SECRET CONTRAL- 4.5, "7 LS CALY
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